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Ireland chasing the next comms wave

Call for more research with Japan

I'HE Centre for Telecommunications
Value-chain Research (CTVR), 1
primie telecommunications research
centre, I!'JS Ca”ed For more (_‘n-()pi_'r“.ltiun
hetween research teams in Ireland and
Jupan. It says such a move is needed to
capture a lead in the next wave of mobile
wmications technology.

The CTVR has already established
[inks with Japanese technology giant,
NIC Communication Systems (frish
Campater, April 2008).

CI'VR director Prof Donal O’Mahony,
whir was part of last month’s Enterprise
Ireland trade mission to Japan said:

I liggh-tech research links between Ireland
il Japan may allow both countries to
fike the driving seat in the ereation of
winications technologies”.

'rol O'Mahony said there were
Hpportunities for greater collaboration
in Ireland and Japan,
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wive frequencies within the
sloviromagnetic specerum. This would
volve experiments on potentially
wriind-breaking radio-based
teclinologies in home Broadband, mobile
cotiiinications and other fields,

“Ireland and Japan have actually been
at the forefront in using available
frequencies to explore the possibilities of
these new kinds of technologies.
Ultimately, our aim is to help teams to
deliver the ‘digital dividend’ from the
spectrum — the commereial benefits that
will arise from new products in this
area,” said Prof O'Mahony.

Research quest: CTVR director Donal 0'Mahony

Last year’s CTVR partnerships with
NEC Communication Systems, part of
Japanese technology giant NEC Group,
focused on research on the potential use
of networks based on oprical fibres to
achieve super-fast, lower cost internet
connections in the future.

Prof O'Mahony said: “If we develop
the necessary research leadership
position, we will have the opportunity to
influence the development of furure
radio-based communications, which
could have significant benefits for the
tech sector in Ireland and other countries
in the vanguard of this effort”.

:: Last year saw IBM being granted over
4,000 patents — making Big Blue the first
arganisation ever to surpass that number,
The number of IBM patents granted in
2008 was nearly three times more than
the number given to Hewlett-Packard, also
overshadowing the patent achievements
by Microsoft, Apple, Oracle, Google, EMC
and Accenture.




